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is a just provisional arrangement. If economic justice
had been won, or were in speedy course of being won,
and an ideal society were visibly rising, in which there
would be a settled place for every man and woman,
with secure livelihood, as a member of a working family,
the struggle for the rights of women might be as foolish
and injurious a thing as Mr. Ruskin and Auguste Comte
maintained it was. But, with the slow change of human
heart and human actions, we are confronted not merely
with the necessity of working towards ideals of society,
but with the need of palliatives for terrible existing evils.
Now the oppression of the individuality of women by
man-made laws and customs, created and supported
by brute force, is everywhere a corrupting influence in
wholesome family life. Women have not that place
and power which Mr. Ruskin finds for them in the
idealised Swiss peasant life, or in the cultured and com-
fortable class life of " Sesame and Lilies," and because
they have it not, they cannot exercise those educative
and ennobling influences upon the young to which Mr.
Ruskin, like all true reformers, looks as the primum
mobile of efficient social progress. Moreover, the very
economic conditions, against which Mr. Ruskin wages
war, present a flat contradiction to the assumption that
every woman is made for motherhood and the guardian-
ship of a home. It is the large proportion of women
who, in a monogamic society, are superfluous for
motherhood, and whom the present industrial condi-
tions drive to the necessity of seeking a livelihood in
competitive industry, whose cause stands in the fore-
front of the battle for liberty and rights of equal com-
petition. Under present circumstances, this battle for
liberty is true progress, and not the retrogressive policy (il 444}, 455),61,,ntiment.eligious policy, and of a
